
 

 

Peoria Public Radio                             Associate Board Meeting Report 

 JANUARY 10, 2018 11:45 – 1:00 P.M. 

700 BOARD ROOM 

 OSF ST. FRANCIS MEDICAL 

CENTER 

 

MEETING 

CALLED BY 
 

TYPE OF 

MEETING 
WCBU Associate Board 

FACILITATOR Ambra Haake 

BOARD REPORT Lisa Polnitz 

  

ATTENDEES  

Agenda topics 

 CALL TO ORDER                     AMBRA HAAKE 

 

DISCUSSION  

 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES                  AMBRA HAAKE 

 

DISCUSSION  

 

 INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT   BILL PORTER 

 

DISCUSSION  Year-End Review-2017 

 

 

 

 Questions/comments from Associate Board regarding Bill’s Year-End Review  

e-mail. 

 

DISCUSSION  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT REPORT                                   LISA POLNITZ                                                 
 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
Membership 

 

 

 We now have 1,991 members compared to the 1,475 we had last fiscal year.  

This is an increase of 516 members.  We have 693 sustaining members which  

is 35% of the membership database.    

DISCUSSION Fundraising  

 

 Our fundraising efforts include, on-air, pledge by phone, direct mail, e-mail, 

and text-to-give. Giving donors several options, meeting them where they are, 

having them pledge to a cause, and putting a “feeling” to their pledge is part of  

      the stated increase in membership. 

 

 
 

                                   UNDERWRITING MANAGER’S REPORT                          CINDY DERMODY                                                 
 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 
Underwriting 

 

 

 We finished the calendar year with 87 total underwriters. Kris Aberle generated 

11 of these.  Kris primarily focuses on Tazewell and Woodford counties. It has 

been great for the station and for the listeners to have underwriters in these 

counties.   

 

 

 



 

 

                                       
 

PROGRAM MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

NATHAN IRWIN 

 

 

DISCUSSION Old Business                                                                            AMBRA HAAKE 

 

DISCUSSION Programming 

 Beginning this month, our local concert program Music from the Heartland is on a temporary 

hiatus. In recent years, the Illinois Arts Council grant which funds the program has either not 

been awarded, or has been awarded late in the year – when many of our local orchestras are 

halfway through their concert seasons. Up to this point, we have been using concerts from our 

archives to maintain a weekly broadcast schedule, but some of those concerts date back to 2012 

2013, and we are uncomfortable going back any further than that. 

 

 We will airing radio broadcasts of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra as a temporary 

replacement. We do have funding in place to record the current seasons of the Peoria 

Symphony Orchestra and Heartland Festival Orchestra, as well as a few concerts from Bradley 

University. By July 1, we expect to have enough concerts on hand to return to weekly local 

broadcasts. 

 

 Also launching this month is Stories Beyond the Scores, a weekly essay/commentary featuring 

Chris Reynolds, Bradley University Director of Athletics. This is a joint venture with the 

Sports Communication program, and will air twice each weekend – Saturday at 8:04 a.m. and 

Sunday at 4:04 p.m.  

            Episodes in the first season will include: 

- A look at the first Wrigley Field, built in Los Angeles, and how two brothers and Gene 

Autry were involved in it. 

- Vin Scully’s six-decade career as the voice of the Brooklyn (and Los Angeles) Dodgers, 

and how Scully’s career inspired a young Charley Steiner to pursue sports broadcasting. 

- The story of Peoria native Charlotte Lewis, who helped make history as a member of 

the first women’s Olympic basketball team at the 1976 Summer Olympics. 

 

 Just before the holidays, we had another meeting about In the Middle, the public affairs 

program we are hoping to launch this year. We have identified a producer for the show, and we 

are now working to develop a program “clock” and produce one or more pilot episodes. Our 

next meeting is scheduled for next week. Assuming all goes well, we hope to begin work on the 

first pilot shortly thereafter.  

 
                          
 
 
 
 



 

 

DISCUSSION New Business                                                                         AMBRA HAAKE 

 

 

DISCUSSION Public Comments                                                                             AMBRA HAAKE 

 

DISCUSSION Adjournment                                                                                      AMBRA HAAKE 

 


